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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION COLLECTIVE 


UNCLAS GENEVA 04211 


ADDIS, DAR PLEASE PASS A/S SHAT TUCK 
E.O. 12356: N/A 

TAGS: PHUM, RW, UNHRC-1, UNSC, PREF 

SUBJECT: RWANDA: MAY 4 PRESS STATEMENT BY THE UN HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
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REF: USUN 1880 

1. THE FOLLOWING PRESS STATEMENT WAS ISSUED ON MAY 4 BY 
THE UN ' S GENEVA OFFICE ON BEHALF OF HCHR JOSE AYALA 
LASSO. NOTE THAT IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, THE 
SPOKESWOMAN SAID SHE THOUGHT HE WOULD DEPART FOR RWANDA BY 
FRIDAY; HIS OFFICE LATER CONFIRMED TO US THAT HE WILL NOT 
LEAVE GENEVA UNTIL SUNDAY AFTERNOON. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: ARCHIE M BOLSTER 
DATE/CASE ID:04NOV2011 201005065 
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1/ THE VIOLENCE UNLEASHED IN RWANDA SINCE 6 APRIL 1994 
HAS SHOCKED THE WORLD: MANY THOUSNADS OF INNOCENT 

CIVILIANS HAVE SUFFERED VIOLATIONS OF THEIR MOST BASIC 
HUMAN RIGHTS. LARGE NUMBERS OF CHILDREN, WOMEN AND 
ELDERLY PERSONS WERE AMONG THOSE KILLED, WOUNDED, DEPRIVED 
OF THEIR BELONGINGS OR FORCED TO LEAVE THEIR HOMES. THEY 
HAVE BECOME VICTIMS OF A CRISIS THAT HAS DEGENERATED INTO 
A HUMAN RIGHTS DISASTER, DESCRIBED BY MANY OF THOSE WHO 
WITNESS IT AS GENOCIDE. 

2/ THE HIGH COMMISSIONER HAS BEEN FOLLOWING THE SITUATION 
IN RWANDA WITH INCREASING CONCERN AND REQUESTED 
INFORMATION ON THE SITUATION AND SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION 
FROM A WIDE RANGE OF UN AGENCIES, PROGRAMMES, SPECIAL 
RAPPORTEURS OF THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS, CHAIRMEN OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS TREATY-BASED BODIES, THE OAU, THE AFRICAN 
COMMISSION ON HUMAN AND PEOPLE’S RIGHTS, THE ICRC AND 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS. 
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3/ THE HIGH COMMISSIONER, AFTER CONSULTATIONS WITH THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL, HAS DECIDED TO UNDERTAKE PERSONALLY A 
MISSION TO RWANDA IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. HE WILL ALSO 
VISIT BURUNDI IN ORDER TO CONTINUE TO OFFER UN SUPPORT AND 
ASSISTANCE IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS. 

4/ GIVEN THE EXTREME GRAVITY OF THE SITUATION, THE HIGH 
COMMISSIONER HAS DECIDED TO CALL ON THE MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO CONSIDER THE ADVISABILITY OF 
CONVENING THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN EMERGENCY 
SESSION TO DEAL WITH THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN RWANDA. 

5/ IN ORDER TO ENABLE THE HIGH COMMISSIONER TO BE 
INFORMED CONTINUOUSLY OF THE EVOLUTION OF THE SITUATION 
AND TO ENABLE HIM TO TAKE ACTION WHICH WOULD HELP 
CONSOLIDATE PROGRESS TOWARDS ENDING VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND RESTORING PEACE, THE HIGH COMMISSIONER IS 
EXPLORING THE POSSIBILITY OF ESTABLISHING A HUMAN RIGHTS 
PRESENCE IN THE AREA THROUGH THE SENDING OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
MONITORS TO COLLECT INFORMATION AND SUGGEST ACTION 
WHENEVER NECESSARY. 

6/ THE HIGH COMMISSIONER EXPRESSES HIS CONCERN ABOUT THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION OF REFUGEES AND URGES THE 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO PROVIDE GENEROUS ASSISTANCE TO 
THOSE STATES IN THE REGION WHICH HOST LARGE NUMBERS OF 
REFUGEES FROM RWANDA SO AS TO EASE THEIR BURDEN. 

end text 

3. MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. SPIEGEL 
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